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Najafis spend the heat of the day in the summer
months* They are hewn out of the solid sandstone
on which the city is built, and ventilated by a
network of tunnels connecting the deep under-
ground wells from which it used to get its water-
supply. The blazing sunshine which is such a
terror by day for six months in the year is filtered
to a dim twilight down the eighty-foot shafts which
lead to the upper air, and the temperature is
brought down to something like eighty degrees
instead of the hundred and twenty in the shade that
prevails at the surface.
There can be no doubt that our arrival in Bagh-
dad is really welcome to all townsmen and religious
leaders* but, as one of them pointed out to me at
Kufa to-day, it is difficult for them to transfer their
allegiance all in a moment, fully as they realise
that the change is for the better.
After visiting Sayed Muhammad Kadhim Yezdi
(the leading Shiah divine of Iraq) at Kufa., we
crossed the river to Sayed Hacii's house, where we
were received by his son Sayecl Hussein, Umran
of the Beni Hassan with about a dozen other
sheikhs of his own tribe and of the Fatlah came down
from Kufa to see us. Alwan, who was near Kufa,
did not follow him. It had been suggested that we
should visit him in his town house, but Sayed
Mahdi, who was in charge of us for the day, pointed
out that it would be more suitable for him to visit us,
either in the room in which we lunched in Kufa or
at the Sayed's house. Umran apparently accepted
this, but Alwan did not appear, I had a long talk
with Umran, which ended in his announcing his
intention of coming back with us to Baghdad. I
promised to visit 1dm at Hindieh, where he lives,
on the way, and to bring him on, Alwan may or